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DEAN TUCKEB'S PAMPHLET. 

"A LETTER FROM A MERCHANT IN LONDON TO HIS NEPHEW IN 
NORTH AMERICA," 1766. 

(Continued from Vol. XXV. page 526.) 

Perhaps you will say, and I think, it is the only thing left 
for you to say in excuse for such Proceedings, that you have 
other Public Taxes to pay, besides those which the British 
Parliament now requires. Undoubtedly you have, for your 
Provincial and other Taxes are likewise to be paid : But 
here let me ask, is not this our Case also ? and have not we 
many other Taxes to discharge besides those which belong 
to the Public, and are to be accounted for at the Exchequer ? 
— Surely we have : Witness our County Taxes, Militia Taxes, 
Poor Taxes, Vagrant Taxes, Bridge Taxes, High Road and 
Turnpike Taxes, "Watch Taxes, Lamps and Scavenger Taxes, 
&c. &c. &c. — all of them as numerous and as burthensome 
as any that you can mention. 1 And yet with all this Burthen, 
yea, with an additional Weight of a National Debt of 18 1. 
Sterling per Head, — we require of each of you to contribute 
only One Shilling to every Twenty from each of us ! 2 — yes ; 
and this Shilling too to be spent in your own Country, for the 
Support of your own Civil and Military Establishments ; — 
together with many Shillings drawn from us for the same 
Purpose. 3 — Alas ! had you been in our Situation, and we in 

1 And have we not all these Taxes too, as well as you, and our Pro- 
vincial or Public Taxes besides ? And over and above, have we not new 
Roads to make, new Bridges to build, Churches & Colleges to found, & 
a Number of other Things to do that your Fathers have done for you 
and which you inherit from them, but which we are oblig'd to pay for 
out of our present Labour. [B. F.] 

2 How fond he is of this One Shilling and twenty ! [B. F.] 

8 Who has desired this of you, & who can trust you to lay it out? 
If you are thus to provide for our Civil and military Establishments, 
what use will there afterwards be for our Assemblies ? [B. F.] 
VOL. XXVI. — 6 
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yours, would you have been content with our paying so 
small, so inconsiderable a Share of the Public Expences ? 
And yet, small and inconsiderable as this Share is, you will 
not pay it. — No, you will not ! and be it at our Peril, if we 
demand it. 1 

Now, my Friend, were Reason and Argument, were 
Justice, Equity, or Candour to be allowed by you to have 
any concern in this Affair; I would then say, that you 
Americans are the most unfortunate People in the World 
in your Management of the present Controversy. Unfor- 
tunate you are ; because the very Attempts you make to- 
wards setting forth your Inability, prove to a Demonstration, 
that you are abundantly able, were you but truly willing to 
pay this Tax. For how ? and in what Manner do you prove 
your Allegations ? Why truly, by breaking forth into Riots 
and Insurrections, and by committing every kind of Vio- 
lence, that can cause Trade to stagnate, and Industry to 
cease. 2 And is this the Method, which you have chosen to 
pursue, in order to make the World believe, that you are a 
poor People ? Is this the Proof you bring, that the Stamp 
Duty is a Burthen too heavy for you to bear ? Surely, if 
you had really intended our Conviction, you would have 
chosen some other Medium : 3 — and were your Inability, or 
Poverty the single Point in question, you would not have 
taken to such Courses, as must infallibly render you still the 
poorer. For in fact, if, after all your Complaints of Poverty, 
you can still afford to idle away your Time, and to waste 
Days, and Weeks, in Outrages and Uproars ; 4 what else do 
you prove, but that you are a prodigal, and extravagant 

1 No. We will pay nothing on Compulsion. [B. F.] 

2 The Americans never brought Riots as Arguments. It is unjust to 
charge two or three Eiots in particular Places upon all America. Look 
for Arguments in the Petitions & Remonstrances of the Assemblies, who 
detest Riots, of which there are ten in England for one in America. 
[B. F.] 

8 How impudent it is to insinuate that the Americans chose no other 
Medium. [B. F.] 

* When? Where? [B. R] 
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People ? For you must acknowledge, that if but half of 
this Time were spent, as it ought to be, in honest Industry 
and useful Labour, it would have been more than sufficient 
to have paid double the Tax which is now required. 

But you will still say, that though the Tax may be allowed 
(nay indeed it must be allowed) to be very moderate, every 
thing considered, and not at all excessive ; " It may never- 
theless be laid on, very unseasonably; it may be wrong- 
timed, and ill-digested." 

Now, here I must own, that I am somewhat at a loss how 
to answer you, because I am not quite certain that I under- 
stand your Meaning. If, for Example, by the term ill- 
digested, you would insinuate, that the American Stamp 
Duty would grind the Faces of the Poor, and permit the 
Rich to escape ; — that it would affect the Necessaries, and 
not the Superfluities of Life; — that it would prevent the 
Building of Houses, or the Clearing of Lands, or the Cul- 
tivation of Estates already cleared ; — or lastly, that it would 
diminish the Number of your Shipping, or stop the Pay of 
your Sailors ; — if these, or any of these are the Evils, which 
you would lay to the Charge of the Stamp Duty ; nothing 
upon Earth could be a falser Charge : and you could not 
give a stronger Proof either of your Defect of Judgment, 
or "Want of Integrity than by uttering such Assertions as 
these; — Assertions, which both daily Experience and the 
Nature of Things evidently demonstrate to be void of Truth. 
— "We in Britain have been subject to a Stamp Duty for many, 
very many years ; — a Duty much higher than that which is 
intended for America : and yet we know by long Experience, 
that it hath not been attended with any of the dreadful Con- 
sequences which are here supposed. 

Again, as to the wrong-timing, or the Unseasonableness of 
this Tax : — If by this you mean to say, that it was laid on, 
at a Time, when you were poorer, and less able to bear it, 
than you were before ; — that is false also. For you never 
were richer, and you never were more able to contribute 
your Quota towards the general Expences, than at the June- 
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ture of laying on this Tax. To prove this, let it be observed, 
that just before this Event, you had not only been draining 
the Mother Country dry by the immense Sums drawn from 
us to pay our Fleets and Armies, when acting in Defence of 
America ; ' — and that your Jobbers & Contractors 2 had not 
only been sucking our Blood and Vitals by their extortionate 
Demands ; — but you had also been enriched by the Spoils, 
and by the Traffic of the numerous Colonies of France and 
Spain. For you were continually acting the double Part 
either of Trade, or War, of Smuggling, or Privateering, 
according to the Prospect of greater Gain. 3 And while we 
at home were exerting our utmost to put a speedy End to 
the War by an honourable Peace ; — you on the contrary 
were endeavouring to prolong it as much as possible ; and 
were supplying our Enemies with all Manner of Provisions, 
and all Sorts of warlike Stores for that Purpose. 4 Nay ; be- 
cause forsooth a Part of these ill-gotten Riches were laid 
out in English Manufactures (there being at that Time 
hardly a Possibility of purchasing any but English, when 
our Fleets were absolute Masters of the Sea) your Advocates 
and Authors trumpeted aloud the prodigious Profits of this 
North American Trade; — not considering, or rather not 
willing that we should consider, that while a few Indi- 
viduals were getting Thousands, the Public was spending 
Millions. 

Once more : If by the Epithet unseasonable, you would be 

1 Defence of your Trade in America. [B. F.] 

2 Your Jobbers & Contractors if you please. We bad none of those 
dainty Morsels. [B. F.] 

3 Is the War we made on your Enemies then among our Offences ? 
[B. F.] 

4 An infamous Lie ! They always have warlike Stores cheaper than 
ours : Our supplying them with Provisions was a Cry only to found an 
Embargo on for the Benefit of English Contractors, that they might buy 
our Provisions cheaper. All this Page is Falshood & Misrepresenta- 
tion. Money was actually much scarcer in the Colonies after the War 
than before. This is a Fact known to all that know anything of them. 
[B. F.] 
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understood to mean, that there was no need of taxing you at 
all at that Juncture ; because the Mother Country was still as able 
to carry the additional Load, which you had brought upon us, as 
she had been to bear all the rest : l if this be your Meaning, I 
must tell you once for all, that you are egregiously mistaken. 
For we can bear no more: we cannot support ourselves 
under heavier Taxations, even were we ever so willing : we 
have strained every Nerve already, and have no Resources 
left for new Impositions. Therefore let what will come 
of the present Affairs, let the Stamp Duty be repealed, or 
not ; still the Expences of America must be borne by the 
Americans in some Form, or under some Denomination or 
other. 2 

But after all ; perhaps you meant none of these Things ; 
perhaps you meant to insinuate (though it was Prudence in 
you not to speak out) that the late Act was ill-contrived and 
ill-timed ; because it was made at a Juncture, when neither the 
French, 3 nor Indians were in your Rear to frighten, nor the 
English Fleets and Armies on your Front to force you to a 
Compliance. Perhaps this was your real Meaning : and if 
it was, it must be confessed, that in that Sense, the late Act 
was not well-timed ; and that a much properer Season might 
have been chosen. For had the Law been made five or six 
Years before, when you were moving Heaven and Earth 

1 Infamous Lie ! [B. F.] 

2 Undoubtedly. We don't desire you to bear our Expences. 
[B. R] 

3 It seems a prevailing Opinion in England, that Fear of their French 
Neighbours would have kept the Colonies in Obedience to the Parlia- 
ment; and that if the French Power had not been subdu'd, no Oppo- 
sition would have been made to the Stamp Act. A very groundless 
Notion. On the contrary, Had the French Power continued, to which 
the Americans might have had Eecourse in case of Oppression from 
Parliament, Parliament would not have dared to oppress them. It was 
the Employm' of 50,000 Men at Land, & a Fleet on the Coast, five 
years to subdue the French only. Half the Land Army were Provin- 
cials. Suppose the British 25000 had acted by themselves with all the 
Colonies against them ; what time would it have taken to subdue the 
whole? [B. F.] 
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with your Cries and Lamentations; 1 not a Tongue would 
then have uttered a Word against it ; all your Orators would 
have displayed their Eloquence on other Topics ; and even 
American Patriotism itself would at that Season have made 
no Difficulty in acknowledging, that the Mother Country 
had a Right to the Obedience of the Colonies in Return for 
her kind and generous Protection. 2 

Upon the whole therefore, what is the Cause of such an 
amazing Outcry as you raise at present ? — Not the Stamp 
Duty itself : all the world are agreed on that Head: and 
none can be so ignorant, or so stupid, as not to see, that this 
is a mere Sham and Pretence. What then are the real 
Grievances, seeing that the Things which you alledge are 
only the pretended ones ? Why, some of you are exasperated 
against the Mother Country, on the Account of the Revival of 
certain Restrictions laid upon their Trade: — I say, 3 it has been 
the System of every European Power, which had Colonies in 
that Part of the World, to confine (as far as Laws can con- 
fine) the Trade of the Colonies to the Mother Country, and 
to exclude all others, under the Penalty of Confiscation, &c. 
from partaking in it. Thus, the Trade of the Spanish 
Colonies is confined by Law to Old Spain, — the Trade of 
the Brazils to Portugal, — the Trade of Martinico and the 
other French Colonies to Old France, — and the Trade of 
Curacoe and Surinam to Holland. But in one Instance the 
Hollanders make an Exception (perhaps a wise one) viz. in 
the Case of Eustatia, which is open to all the World. Now, 
that the English thought themselves entitled to the same 
Right over their Colonies, which other Nations claim over 
theirs, and that they exercised the same Right by making 
what Regulations they pleased, may be seen by the following 
Acts of Parliament, viz. 12 of Car. II. Chap. 18. — 15 of 
Car. H. Ch. 7.-22 and 23 of C. II. Ch. 26.-25 of C. H. 

1 It is wonderful where the English drew this Notion ! The Americana 
know nothing of it. [B. F.] 

2 The Protection was mutual. [B. F.] 

3 Ever since the Discovery of America [false. B. F.]. 



Dean Tucker's Pamphlet. 87 

Ch. 7.-7 and 8 of Will. in. Ch. 23.— 10 and 11 of W. ILL 
Ch. 22.-3 and 4 of Ann. Ch. 5 and 10. 8 of Ann. Ch. 13. 
—12 of Ann. Ch. 9.— 1 of G. I. Ch. 26.-3 of G. I. Ch. 21. 
—8 of G. I. Ch. 15 and 18.— 11 of G. I. Chap. 20.— 12 of 
G. I. Ch. 5.-2 of G II. Ch. 28 and 35.-3 of G. II. Ch. 28. 
—4 of G. II. Ch. 15.— 5 of G. II. Ch. 9.-6 of G. II. Ch. 13. 
—8 of G. II. Ch. 28.— 11 of G. II. Ch. 29.— 12 of G. H. 
Ch. 30.— 15 and 16 of G. II. Ch. 33.— With many others 
of a later Date. I might also mention the Laws made in 
the Reign of his present Majesty; but as these Laws are 
now the Point in controversy, I forbear Revival; for the 
same Restrictions have been the standing Rules of Gov- 
ernment from the Beginning; 1 though not enforced at all 
Times with equal Strictness. During the late War, you 
Americans could not import the Manufactures of other 
Nations (which it is your constant Aim to do, 2 and the Aim 
of the Mother Country always to prevent) so conveniently 
as you can in times of Peace : 3 and therefore, there was no 
Need of watching you so narrowly, as far as that Branch 
of Trade was concerned. But immediately upon the Peace, 
the various Manufactures of Europe, particularly those of 
France, 4 which could not find Vent before, were spread, as 
it were, over all your Colonies, to the prodigious Detriment 
of your Mother Country. 5 And therefore our late Set of 
Ministers acted certainly right, in putting in Force the Laws 
of their Country ; in order to check this growing Evil. — If 
in so doing, they committed any Error ; or, if the Persons 
to whom the Execution of these Laws were intrusted, ex- 
ceeded their Instructions ; there is no Doubt to be made, 

1 Not from the Beginning. Look below at your List of Acts. The 
first of them is in the 12 of Cha. II. Threescore years after the Begin- 
ning of Settlements in America. [B. F.] 

' An absolute Lie. [B. F.] 

'More conveniently if we had lik'd them. But the Truth is, that 
Foreign Manufactures are not to the Taste of the Americans. [B. F.] 

* Not a single Manufacture of France, except Brandy if that be one, 
every used in America. [B. F.] 

6 A vile Lie. [B. F.] 
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but that all this will be rectified by the present Administra- 
tion. And having done that, they will have done all that in 
Reason you can expect from them. But alas ! the Expec- 
tations of an American carry him much farther: For he 
will ever complain and smuggle, and smuggle and complain, 
till all Restraints are removed, and till he can both buy and 
sell, whenever, and wheresoever he pleases. 1 Any thing 
short of this, is still a Grievance, a Badge of Slavery, — an 
Usurpation on the natural Rights and Liberties of a free 
People, and I know not how many bad Things besides. 

But, my good Friend, be assured, that these are Re- 
straints, which neither the present, nor any future Ministry 
can exempt you from. They are the standing Laws of the 
Kingdom ; 2 and God forbid, that we should allow that dis- 
pensing Power to our Ministers, which we so justly deny to 
our Kings. In short, while you are a Colony, you must be 
subordinate to the Mother Country. 3 These are the Terms 
and Conditions, on which you were permitted to make your 
first Settlements : 4 they are the Terms and Conditions, on 
which alone you can be entitled to the Assistance and Pro- 
tection of Great Britain ; 5 — they are also the fundamental 
Laws of the Realm ; — and I will add farther, that if we are 
obliged to pay many Bounties for the Importation of your 
Goods, and are excluded from purchasing such Goods, in 
other Countries (where we might purchase them on much 
cheaper Terms) in order to promote your Interest; 6 — by 
Parity of Reason you ought to be subject to the like Exclu- 
sions, in order to promote ours. This then being the Case ; 
do not expect, from the present Ministry that, which is im- 

1 Infinitely more Smuggling in England ! Not a Member of Pari' 
that has not Smuggled Goods on his Wrists. [B. F.] 

a They are Laws in the Kingdom. [B. F.] 

8 To the King only. [B. F.] 

* Ignorance. [B. F.] 

6 By suffering us to enjoin our Rights, you may expect our Assist- 
ance, & not otherwise. [B. F.] 

6 Not at all to promote our Interest, but your own. See p. 23, 24, 
25. [B. F.] 
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possible for any Set of Ministers to grant. All that they 
can do, is to connive a while at your unlawful Proceedings. 
But this can be but of short Duration : For as soon as ever 
fresh Remonstrances are made by the British Manufacturers, 
and British Merchants ; the Ministry must renew the Orders 
of their Predecessors ; they must inforce the Laws ; they 
must require Searches, and Confiscations to be made : And 
then the present Ministers will draw upon themselves, for 
doing their duty, just the same Execrations, which you now 
bestow upon the last. 

So much as to your first Grievance. And as to your 
Second, it is, beyond Doubt, of a Nature still worse. For 
many among you are sorely concerned that they cannot pay 
their British Debts with an American Sponge. 1 This is an 
intolerable Grievance : and they long for the Day, when 
they shall be freed from this galling Chain. Our Merchants 
in London, Bristol, Liverpool, Glasgow, &c. &c. perfectly 
understand your many Hints and Inuendoes to us, on this 
Head. But indeed, lest we should be so dull as not to 
comprehend your Meaning, you have spoken out, and pro- 
posed an open Association against paying your just Debts. 2 
Had our Debtors in any other Part of the Globe, had the 
French or Spaniards proposed the like, (and surely they have 
all at least an equal Right,) what Name would you have 
given to such Proceedings ? 3 — But I forget : You are not 
the faithless French or Spaniards : You are ourselves : You 
are honest Englishmen. 

Your third Grievance is the Sovereignty of Great Britain. 
For you want to be independent : You wish to be an Em- 
pire by itself, and to be no longer the Province of another. 4 
This Spirit is uppermost; and this Principle is visible in 

1 Another infamous Lie ! [B. F.] 

2 Who proposed this, you lying Villain ! [B. F.] 

3 Had the French or Spaniards rais'd such a Lie on you, what 
Name would you have given them. [B. F.] 

4 We were always distinct separate States under the same Soverign. 
[B. F.] 
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all your Speeches, and all your "Writings, even when you 
take some Pains to disguise it. " What ! an Island ! A Spot 
such as this to command the great and mighty Continent 
of North America! Preposterous! A Continent, whose 
Inhabitants double every five and twenty Years ! Who 
therefore, within a Century and an Half will be upwards 
of an hundred and twenty Millions of Souls ! — Forbid it 
Patriotism, forbid it Politics, that such a great and mighty 
Empire as this, should be held in subjection by the paultry 
Kingdom of Great Britain ! — Rather let the Seat of Empire 
be transferred : And let it be fixt, where it ought to be, viz. 
in Great America !" l 

1 A Silly Speech M r Dean has made for us. [B. F.] 
(To be continued.) 



